Safe Drinking Water

2014 Water Quality Report —
Columbia County Water Utility

This report includes information collected from January 1, 2014, through December 31, 2014.

The Safety of Our Drinking Water

Insuring the safety of the water supply is the most important thing we concentrate on here at the Columbia County Water Utility. After clean-
ing and treating the water through several techniques and then testing the water over 80,000 times this past year, we are proud to announce to
our customers that we have met or exceeded all standards set forth by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and the Georgia EPD
(Environmental Protection Division). This annual report is written to give you, our valued customer, an idea of the quality of the drinking
water we are working hard to provide. Topics covered in this report include source water information, numerical values of detected finished
water quality parameters, term definitions, and health facts.

Health Facts Lead in Drinking Water

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, espe-
For health reasons, the EPA has prescribed regulations that limit the amount of cially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The Food and primarily from materials and components associated with service lines
Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled and home plumbing. Columbia County Water Utility is responsible for
water that must provide the same protection for public health. providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of
o ) ) ) materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sit-
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain ting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure

at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More infor- drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you
mation about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by call- may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking wa-
ing the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). ter, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is avail-

able from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than safewater/lead.

the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ trans-
plants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly,
and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek
advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guide-
lines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Our Drinking Water Sources
Columbia County currently withdraws up to
45,000,000 gallons a day of surface water
from the Savannah River to the Jim

Contaminants that may be present in source water include the following:

[J  Microbial contaminants (e.g., viruses and bacteria) that may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wild-life;

Blanchard Sr. Water Treatment Facility on [1 Inorganic contaminants (e.g., salts and metals) which can be naturally occurring or result from
Point Comfort Road. An additional urban storm run-off, industrial or domestic waste discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or
8,000,000 gallons of surface water could be farming;

withdrawn from the Clarks Hill Reservoir [1  Pesticides and herbicides which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban
and treated at the Clarks Hill Water Treat- stormwater run-off, and residential uses;

ment Facility on Highway 221. Combined, [0 Organic che_mical c_ontaminants including synthetic_and volatile organic chemicals which are by-
the Water Utility is able to treat up to products of industrial processes, petroleum production and can also come from gas stations, urban

stormwater run-off, and septic systems;
[1  Radioactive contaminants which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas produc-
tion and mining activities.

53,000,000 gallons a day to help meet the
needs of our customers.

Water Sources

The sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves natu-
rally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Source Water Assessment

Columbia County Water Utility completed a Source Water Assessment study in April 2002. This as-
sessment identifies potential pollutant sources that could contaminate the water supply. In the ranking
of High, Medium, and Low for potential pollutants, our water supply was ranked Low at both the Jim
Blanchard Water Treatment Plant and the Clarks Hill Water Treatment Plant. This assessment is avail-
able to the public. If you would like to review or purchase a copy, please call (706) 863-6928 during
normal business hours.




G107 1STB0y UT SAUS APTys 9T} [N ATIUOTT S131eR 903108 9y} BUTSa} STU00 [1h ZJUno;) BIquinio o
winprodsojdin 1o aAnESaU UIaq JAEY SITEM 30008 SAUN03 Ay} Jo s)nsas Bunsa) JuaLn g

‘SSAU]T (B} SAUATIALNO0S PUE QU0 ‘snomas dojaaap ABUr SumsAs aUNURLT pauasieas yiw ajdoa |

"9769-£92-90 ¢ [B3we(] WA J0danb apuanua anb wams e ued Je[qey eed 0 ‘opRNpEN B 2qejod BnSe BXSING 3p EII0E AELD AU U0D BIU0JUT AUINU0] JULIQjUT iy ysTedy

‘97A0-£08-007 TEa aseajd |1 SPUE|SIApUN OUM JUCAUI0S YL 5EAdS 03 J0 41 21B[SURI} 0 Ja1eat SUBULID N0 JNOGE U0 NBUUOIUT U0 dist SUTEJU0d o dar sty

‘ASEASI [EUNSIIUT astied wed ey apsered € st wpuodsojding

wnipuodsodAr) o Bursa) s:aea 33108 I J0 Aprys B UL paaloal AUaND 514Un07) Bigun o ) €102 1620 Y90 -0 PaTEIEa g 10N PafEIEa d 10N (7/30) Wnigene £,

VD SUBAH I(] UBSEY £10C S8z TE- ¥ PABNEI 0N PABINEI 10N (7B wnnuong

PIRUOY 0£9 JB Y Surp[ing W WNLIOJPNY J2JU)) JUSLULLISACL) 3] I8 P]oY 3q 107 8E0°0 Te0-0 PAEMEa Y 10N FATENEa Y 10N (/B womor)

1A sSureaw Sy, JAIY 0€:8 I8 YU o) Jo ABpSan], pug S S99 )10, ) SUPURC AR.0ND ST £10C 95 b0l 01z 6% PARINE 10N PIRIMEI 10N [GT=DEET T

SSHOA O1[qNd YL “£8ST-098 (90L) T8 OpRUCP[RIA UYO[ JoSeUR]A] suonedy UOTEURUIRP TOIN £102 [aH] 150-00 PREEa 10N PAIENEa Y 10N (/30) WITHan ) T [eAREa H
JUSUNRIIT, 3]} IO (09€-898 (901) 18 LAIS ASUpay] JaSeURA Al0jRioqe ] WOIeIOrA e o dweg SFeBAY - [1MDD saswed - 10D BEaIT] W Ia)aureIeq
I3IBAA 33 J03U00 3sea[d ‘(0000SL0 # dI) NALDD 1 INOGE UOTRULIOTUT 310U 10 ] "£T07 W 1aeM SUD[ULIP AUNO0)) RIGUIMIO)) 3Y) UT Paj32)ap 1o 1Ly} SIIRUTUIEI0,) PaleEatu ) aup JO IST] € ST MO[ag

e 9sea|d

“firessanau aq B SUOTRINEAT [EUONRPE JAYAYMA PUB INII0 STUBUTUIEICD UTEHE) 20t BUULIIREp Ul ¥4F a1} JSESE 0] J2pJo uf siajaurered paje[nSaiun Joj siojmous A1 218 £uno)) Blquno)

(8w =wdd )

“Jajes SUR{ULIP UTJURTIURIUOD B JO [3A3] SY} 300pal 0} papuajul ssadord pannbary () enbruysa I jusungeal]

10 UAOTR] OT ST 31T YITYM MO[aq J3jesm SUR{ULIP UT JUBUTURIUOD € JO [343] 3y T, {(HTIJAL) [B0 D [943 T JUBUIUIRIUO [ UM UILXETAT|

0435013 §8 435 aXe STOT Jajesm BUR{ULP U paMo[e ST Iey} JURUIURIUOD B Jo [343] 3531y ay T, ((TOTAD [84A8 T JUBUIWEIU0 ) WM WITXeTAT|

JajeM B YaTYM SJUSWAInbal Jayjo 1o JUa wiear) s1a55E1 ‘papaadxa Ji ‘YI M JURTIIRIT0D B JO UOHRHUAIU0d YT, (') [2Al T UOBIY

BUNsa] EIPATRUR SULIND P31I3]3P J0U SLM JRY] 3[AURS B UL [EUSRUI B JO Junoumr ayJ ((pu) pajaala( 0N
‘W3ISAS BONNQISIP 3 UI PAMO[e [ENpISaT JULIaJuIstp WAWNKE A +( TRIIAT) [9A8 T JWe33a JuisI(] [eNpISay] Wn WIXeA]|

UOHE (523 Jaje SURULp AUE U112 A[JU600 0f ain[] (UONB[OIA

sm[jop puesnoy) uay ur Auuad auo o] Juaeamba st uorw sad yred aug (wdd) uoryy 18d syreg
‘SIR[op VO (] UT Autuad auo o Juaeanba st uoi[iq Jad jred aug) (qdd) uorng 1ad syaeJ

“£137es Jo WISRRUI € JO] MO[[e SOTOR WEaY 03 qs1 pajoadxa

“£301ouyda] JuUs uNean) 3[qereAr 15aq Aty Sutsn 3[qseay se s TOR AU

“MOT[OF IS WIYSAS

3BRIBAR U0 BUI £ > o

$8-60 H
(g0g 43 Jy) S0ERAE U0 WH00 GF - | SSAUPIEH
IDEIAAE U0 WHGd (17 - Wad [] T

WaT ] - wad [ g TIPS
MDD
u pRRRg anmsqg
aBuey ewLIoN

suon g UONRULIOJUT INO X IO
“SUA5 JUNUMNT PasTH0ITUI0 U1UA 3[0030 PUe Apap SUI0s URIp|R SUNGCA ‘Sjueyuy 53 #107 0 0 0=9T0A 0071 (7/id) moo-d
205 5w ewads easod e A3y, “swojdwiAs 19110 J0 ‘SaYIEPEAT ‘EISNEY ‘SHURN ‘BAYLERID sa i 107 %1 0 %00 001 (Fid) SUmQIo) [E10L
SEYINS ‘$103]a ULa]-POYS aSEd UWED S3]SBM 53T} UT Sa QO[] "$31SEM [EUITIE JO Uy syuanram bay SUONe[or; (T MUOY JBd
L PAEUTIIEINCD ag ABUT J37RA AU} Y] SA1E0TPUT 20uasard as0upm BLRPEG IR 109-F PUR 18 aeq JUCKIER | Jo PAaMO[Y [8487] paraaqo)) sapdures
UI0TI07) [E03] JUSIOIAUS 31 T juasard AJJeseu are ‘fjod-§f SUpnaur ‘euaaeq uLioiio ) MDD Pia ajdures Appuo ¥saYSIH Taquim N DINITE A poambay Jo 1aqumy (s aoweisqug
sundure g [ed1S0[0LROE G PIIEMIIY
JUSTIUOTATR 31} U1 JUas310 AJRIEN EFA #107 61171 CH B LL (wdd) U0gTe)) OTERI0) [E10L
53G0I [0TJU03 0} PASTIATHPRE RIE A T3 P10z 61-00 11 2 [2 (wdd) sunom)
SjuawaImbay MDD nMID W [GEGEITY (TN Pamoy
1A aeq ur papRQ Par3a)a(] aBeIaAy 1209 [a187] [BA3T] [enpIsay
NMI2 Pia apdures aBuey Apreax nnwe nnwre [y (s ) dauersqng
UOHEULIOT £Q BOTDRWIST SR BURULD J0 1np0id-Ag sak #10Z 9% - 6°11 8Lh B 09 (qdd) spry IMRIE0[RH TEI0]
TUOTEUHION A5 UOHISUISI Jaje SUDLIp J0 Pnpoid-L g ET F10Z OLL- LY 28 EE 08 (qdd) saveqamio YR, TEI0L
Sjuswambay nMID NADD W paysaq OOW (DDW
1B areq ur pawseg aBeIaAY oy 1209 [2431] PAMO[Y SBRIBAY
nMdII Pa apdureg ajuey [enuuy Apeag xRy e [y Aprea x xR (s ) aaueisqng
dey e W) )\\ Pajeal] Ul pajdala(] Seduels(ng IMUes.I() paje[nsay]
amssa1d poa[q Yo 10 Sua[qoid AupT| EJR P10z T 9 0 <l i3 Qad)pes]
doasap pnod sieak AUBUI A0 Ja1EM ST} UL 04 SYNPT “SaNIIge BUTUIEa] puE URds GOHUANE ET3 v10z 0 120°0 [l £ i3 (udd) addog)
Ul sjagap WBNS MOYS PIN0d BRI Wewdoasap UM 0 [EtsAyd Jay) ut sAREp sotauadEa spuanarmbay aeq v nMID W BHOW (1v) PaISA) SAISJO #
PIN0D [243] UOTIAE 3y} J0 $530%a BT pea] BUTITEIN0D Ja1em UUp O URIpIT PUE STURIU] 1B apdureg aA0qe sajs aMualIad 1209 [313'] PAMOTY [349']
‘anneansaid poom wog Sumrar isysodap [RmiEn jo u0ts0ay Buigumd ployEsnoyJo U0Iso0) 0MID g SnoLaid Jo saqumy o6 e [y uopay (simu) aaueisqng
de] je B3e \\ Pajeau] Ul Pa3aaja(] S8due)sqng diues.ou] paje[nsay]
SUTRI0YS PUE SYUEGIRAT J0 GOS0 PUe JOUty [105 ET P10z EfU %001 B UG [ > 5] 00 (uaazd) Apigan],
mug ) Mo@EY IUaMag joaBepRanad=] ]
SUTRI0YS PUE SHUEQRAD J0 BOISOE PUe JOUM 105 ET #102 B/ 370 = PAI33)R( LIMWIE ] EfU 1L () Aprang
F1EYIEA] UR] IT0AS 5N IAZIIPA) WO JOUny s #102 B PARARAION 01 [il} (udd) 31N
Tjaa} SuaKs Saj0w0d JITA AATIPPE IR ET3 #10Z 01+ 680 860 t 3 (wdd) apuonyg
SjuawraImbay NMID nMID W ODOW (W
Jayes Buppuriq uy 1B aeq w papaag PR 1209 [233] PAMO[Y [343']
S1397 Yeay pue saxmog Jofefy NMII P apdures asuey aBeIasy e [y wnue (su ) aauersqng

uR)SAS UONNYIIISK] SULIBIUT 188 A\ PajBal] Ul pajdajs(] Seaue)sng drue

J0UT paje[Bay

PI0T J0J wieq ANEnd (NAMDD) SINN 19JeM HUnoy) eiqumie)




